


12.00 - 1.00 pm 

Down the Rabbit Hole Live: Journeys Into The Past   

The Drive Methodist Church  

Meet multi-million-copy selling, award-winning author Cressida Cowell, 
creator of the How to Train Your Dragon and The Wizards of Once series! 

Cressida will be talking about her brand new book The Wizards of Once: 
Twice Magic, the amazingly popular How To Train Your Dragon, her 
inspiration and how to be an author or illustrator yourself. Unmissable!  

SPONSORED BY Warners 

Cressida will be signing books in Sevenoaks Bookshop after her talk 
Please note, the £6.50 ticket price is redeemable when purchasing Twice Magic on the day 

 

3.00 - 4.00 pm 

Set off on a thrilling journey with three top children’s authors. Emma, 
Hilary and Katherine will be talking about how they take inspiration from 
history to write exciting adventures for young readers.  

This special panel event will be recorded live for children’s books radio 
show and podcast Down the Rabbit Hole -www.dtrhradio.com. 

SPONSORED BY Hazelwood School 

Emma, Hilary and Katherine will be signing books at The Drive Methodist Church  

Join the amazing Axel Scheffler, illustrator of The Gruffalo, for live 
drawing and storytelling from some of the UK’s best loved picture books. 
Axel will be drawing characters from his books, talking about his work 
and reading stories like The Ugly Five, his latest collaboration with Julia 
Donaldson! 

SPONSORED BY Eyelines 

The Gruffalo©  Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 1999—Macmillan Children’s Books 

Axel will be signing books in Sevenoaks Bookshop after his talk 

Axel Scheffler  

Cressida Cowell    10.00 - 11.00 am    

All tickets £6.50, under 3s sitting on laps go free! 

Sevenoaks Bookshop  

Walls 1.30 - 2.30pm 

Ready, steady, write! Find out fun ways to spark off story ideas. Learn top 
tips for creating character and plot. And peek inside a writer’s toolbox to 
discover the essential tools for story telling... 

A writing workshop for 9-12s, based on Emma Fischel’s Walls. 
 

Emma Fischel  

7+ 

7+ 

All ages 

9 –12 

Tickets £9.00  Limited availability! 

The Drive, Sevenoaks, TN13 3AB 

147 High Street, Sevenoaks, TN13 1XJ  

Emma Carroll’s Secrets of a Sun King, Hilary McKay’s The Skylark’s War 
and Katherine Woodfine’s Peril in Paris 

Twice Magic 

The Gruffalo and so much more!

http://www.dtrhradio.com


Marquee  

Free—all accompanied children welcome!    

10.30 am - 3.30 pm 

1.00 - 1.30 pm 

2.00 - 3.00 pm 

11.00 - 11.30 am 

12.00 - 12.30 pm 

The Art Trolley 

Swing by the marquee and join artist Lorena Carbajal for book-inspired 
craft activities throughout the day. 

SPONSORED BY The Peacock Rooms 

Storytime with Rachel Valentine     

Audrey is desperate to invent, but things don’t always go to plan. And Happy 
Cat… well he’s not that happy about any of the inventions!  

Perfect for crazy inventors and cat lovers. 

Storytime with Katharine McEwen 

Deep in a wood, under snow-thick skies, a young bear awakes. He must get ready 
for winter, just as Mama and Papa Bear showed him... 

A wonderful tale about a family of bears as they live through the seasons. 
And after the story, you can have a go at making your own bear mask! 

Storytime with Candy Gourlay

When Benjie and Bel find a strange creature on a tropical beach they know it 's a 
dugong. But the dugong insists she is a beautiful mermaid and to prove it, she 
shows them her mermaid 's tail and sings them a mermaid song. 

Join Candy for a fun-filled storytime followed by drawing and story-
making with her magic fish bag. 

The Bandstand  

David Litchfield and his Bear Band

The award-winning author and illustrator, David Litchfield, is bringing 
his musical Bear Band to the Young Readers Festival Day! 

David will be reading The Bear and The Piano, and its brand new sequel 
The Bear, The Piano, The Dog & The Fiddle, accompanied by live music.  

Stick around afterwards to help David create animal-themed artwork. 
You can even join David’s merry band of bears as they perform live music 
together on the bandstand! 

SPONSORED BY Total Orthodontics 

Audrey the Amazing Inventor 

Bear Hug 

Is It A Mermaid? 

The Bear and the Piano 

SPONSORED BY Thackray Williams 

The Vine Gardens, Sevenoaks, TN13 3SY 

The Vine Gardens, Sevenoaks, TN13 3SY 



Books 
Books by the authors taking part in the festival day are 
available at Sevenoaks Bookshop on the High Street. 

There will also be pop-up bookshops in the marquee and 
church to buy books at the events. 

 

 

Food 
There will be churros and coffee vans at the festival. 

 

 

Map 

SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS 

Plus these local restaurants have special offers for  
festival-goers on the day: 

See www.sevlitfest.com for more details! 

www.sevenoaksbookshop.co.uk 


